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to ovoid, ± 2.75 mm, glabrous, two locular 
(by a spurious septum?) with many ovules 
in two parietal placentation; style very 
short; stigma terete, glabrous. Fruit spindle 
shaped, upto 7.6 (with pedicel) x 2.0 cm, 
beaked with short stipe, surface warty; 
seeds usually one or two, ^ 2.1 x 12 cm. 

Specimens examined: Kerala: Trivan¬ 
drum Dt., forest near Bonaccord Es ate, 
875 m, 2-10-1973, Joseph 44520 & 28-12-1975, 
Periaswamy 46093 ; Tamil Nadu : Coimba¬ 
tore Dt., Anamalai, Udumanparai, 30-4-1903, 


Barber 5726 (Isotypc); locality? 1873, 

Beddome s. n. (Acc. No. 1673), MH. 

Note : Two sheets of Barber 5726 kept under type speci¬ 
mens in MH are only fruiting materials and oi 
which one with Acc. No. 1614 bears a 'globose 
fruit instead of spindle shaped one. 
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RANUNCULUS SARDOUS CRANTZ.— A NEW INTRODUCTION IN INDIA 

During an intensive survey of the flora 
of Shibpur (88* 22' E and 22°4o' N) area of 
Howrah district of West Bengal, the authors 
came across a few interesting taxa. One of 
these is a European Ranunculus, namely 
Ranunculus sardous Crantz. The specimens 
could not be matched with any species of 
Indian Ranunculi but matched well with 
Ranunculus sardous of Europe housed in 
CAL and also the species could very easily 
he reached fo’lowing the key to Ranuncu¬ 
lus in Flora Europaea. It is presumed that 
it may have come from the Mediterranean 
region along wi h seeds of winter annuah 
imported by Horticulturists of this area. 

Further search in the area may reveal the 
occurrence of the species in other sites also. 

For the sake of its proper identification, if 
found again, a description is given below. 

The specimens have been deposited in the 
Central National Herbarium ( CAL ), 

Ranunculus sardous Crantz., Strip- Austr. 2: 

84 (1763); Drawings Brit. Pis. 1; pi. 32 

(1951); FI. Europaea 1; 230 (1964). 

A more or less pubescent annual 10-45 cm. 

Basal leaves 3-partite ; middle segment ab¬ 
ruptly contracted into a stalk, all variously 
dentate and lobed ; lower cauline leaves re¬ 
sembling the basal but smaller, upp:r res- fleshy roots and with the corm-like stock 
sile with 1 inear -1 anceo 1 ate lobes. Without nqt or feebly developed. Flowers 12-23 min 



Ranunculus sardous Crantz. 
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in diameter. Honey-leaves pale yellow. 
Achenes 2.5-3 mm, minutely punctate, with 
small, obtuse tubercles near the. margin, or 
sometimes smooth; beak c. 0 5 mm, up- 
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Distribution : Most of Europe. 

This taxon may easily be diagnosed from 
its nearest Indian ally, R. sceleratus Linn, 
in its having longer petioles (3 cm-6 cm) of 
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lower cauline leaves resembling the basal 
ones but smaller in size and the entire plant 
dr pubescent. 


unhia: west jsenga', nowran, smmpur, /1. 
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PHOLIDOTA C 0 NVALLAR 1 AE VAR. DREVISCAPA —A NEW VARIETY OF 
ORCHID FROM ARUNACHAL PRADESH 


Pholidota convallariae var. breviscapa Deori 
et‘ Joseph, Var. Nov., dilfert a var. conval- 
lariae foliis parvioribus (dr 7 cm longis 
vice 20 cm), inflorescentiis paucifloratis (ad 
7 tantum) vice plurinoratis (d; iS), bracteis 


X liUlllUUiUVIO 


1 o to 
KUV 


loK^IL. 

UtUVI-iU 


nervato vice 3-nervatis. 

Holotypus positus in Herbario indico Na¬ 
tional i (CAL) subnumero A. S. Rao 50902A ; 
Dotypi positi in Herbario Kanji'ali (Assam) 
Subnumero 50902B-G, lecti ad locum 43 
Camp alti dr 1666 m, Kameng, Arunachal 
Pradesh, India. 


Pholidota convallariae var. breviscapa Deori 
et Joseph Var. Nov., differs from variety 
convallariae (Reichb. f.) Hook. f. in having 
smaller leaves ( dr 7 cm long instead of 
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flowered (upto 7 only) instead of many- 
flowered (dr 18), in the bracts being rhom¬ 
boid insread of broadly ovate and in the 
lip being 5-nerved instead of 3-nerved. 
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43-Camp alt. -t 1666 m, Kameng, Aruna- 
chal Pradesh, (N.E.F.A.), North-Eastern 
India. 


Epiphytes. Pseudobulbs small, 1.5-2 5 cm 
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Figs. 1-4: 1. Habit. 2. Flower. 3. Perianth parts: 
a. Dorsal sepal; b. Lateral petal; c. Lateral sepal; 

d. Lip; e. Lip (spread out). 4. Column. 

Fig. 5 ;P. convallariae var. convallariae (Reichb. f.) Hook. f. 
Lip (spread out). Katafci 37193 (ASSAM). 








